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ACTION
IO SRCRET/ZENSITIVE Jane 15, 1974
MEMORANDUM FOR DR, KISSINGER
FROM: John H, Holdridge
SUBJECT: Memorandum to Me, Heims on SMHIE 131-9.70

Al Haig suggested that I do a memorandum {rom you to Mr, Helms,
posing the questions which you raised about the recent SNIE on
“Chinese Reactions to Poszible Developments in Indochins, '
RECOMMENDATION:

That you sign the memorandum to Mr., Helma at Tab A,

Attachment

[NSS/NSC Review Completed |
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JUN 12 1979 |

MEMORANDUM FOR

THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE

SUBJECT: SNIE i3+9.70 "Chivese Reastions m Possible
Devnlopmants m Indocking':

1 have read the SNIE on the Chinese role in Indeckina with interest.
I thought it was wost useful. The paper raised a few questions in
myuinduw'm»mmﬁm. |

In paragraph 5, it is argued that Puking is unilkely to change ita
basie approsch, since it would find sdvantage heth in a U, 5, with-
deawal and in the U, 8, 's bevorudng bogged down in &n expandiag wag,
This ssams 16 Junve sut ths poseibility that our policies could sucesed
. and that Viebssmisation would resull in 8 OVN ineroasingly able t6
take cave of tnell, KM!!MMMMWM&MM%MM
mﬂm'tmm:mtr?

Somewhat similariy, in paragraph 12, unmmmumu
probably comdlude that continued allled military sctivity in Cambedia
did not exitically affsct the prospects for the Communist struggle io

indochiva. The word “cwitieally” provides » cortain xmeent of pro-

testion bure, mmmmummmmmm;
MMM%W?

Again, inpayageaph 13, mmummm.m

poasidle dispateh of U. 5. advisery personnel, sad ineressed shipmants

am.s. m-&nmmmvwmmmmwmw:m \
m:mmm.wmmumv -
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A vomaewhat diffarent issue arigser la pavagraph i4, The assumption

is made there that the Chinese can at will increase insurgent prassores
on the Thai Government. Is this a correct assumption? 2hould we not
rather assame that the insurgents are doiag about as well as they can,
223 that bullding ap pressures from that quarter would be a falrly time-
consuming process”? iy usnderstandiag had been that the Thel iasurgents
increased the pace of their operations too shatply in 1965/66 - perhaps
at Chinese bidding - that they suffered the results of theliy exposurs, aad
that they have been making 2 susieined elfort recently to rebuild their
base and to proceed more cautiously.

I thoutd be interested In having comments {rom your peaple on these
Juestions,

Henry A. Kissinger
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